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In the Restriction Requirement mailed December 3, 2002, the Examiner restricted claims 
1-43 under 35 U.S.C. § 121 as follows: 

1. Claims 1-32, drawn to a data storage medium, classified in class 428> subclass 
694TR. 

li. Claims 33-43 drawn to a method, classified in class 427 subclasses 425 and 428, 
class 264 subclasses 293 and 328. L 

Applicants hereby elect Group I (claims 1-32) without traverse. 



In addition, the Examiner indicated that Group I contains the following four patentably 
distinct species: 

1. Claim j 5; A data storage medium having servo patterns 

2. Claim 16: A data storage medium having servo patterns 

3 . Claim 1 8: A data storage material that has a magnetic recording layer 
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4. Claim 19: A data storage material that has an optical recording layer 

Applicants traverse the election requirement of spedes 1-4 because claims 15, 16, 18 and 
19 are not patentably distinct species. In particular, the servo patterns recited in claim 15 and 
tracking patterns recited in claim 16 are defined as part of tlie surfece variations of the second 
layer of the data storage medium, whereas the magnetic recording material recited in claim 18 
and the optical recording material recited in claim 19 are defined as part of the third layer of the 
data storage medium. Thus, the features of claims IS and 16 are clearly not patentably distinct 
spedes relative to the features of claims 18 and 19. In other v/ords, the features of claim 15 or 
claim 16 can coe>dst with the features of claim 18 or claim 19. For this reason, claims 15, 16, 18 
and 19 are not patentably distinct species of one another. 

Applicants provisionally elect species 4 (claim 18), with traverse. 

Applicants submit that claims 1-18 and claims 20-32 could be read on the elected species. 
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